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Reference Code (2.1):  18-6 
 
Name and Location of Repository (2.2): Special Collections, Lane Library, Georgia 
Southern University-Armstrong Campus, Savannah, GA, 31419 
 
Title (2.3):   Joan Finke Collection about Little Theatre of Savannah, Ga. 
 
Date(s) (2.4):  1968-1981 
 
Extent (2.5):   1.5 linear feet (1 record box and one MS box) 
 
Name of Creator(s) (2.6):   Joan Finke, July 21, 1925-December 27, 2000 
 
Scope and Content (3.1):   A few times each year Joan Finke sent her friend C. Robert 
Jones, a recent director of The Little Theatre of Savannah, a short letter and a packet of 
news-clippings, programs and newsletters that she gathered about the Little Theatre in 
particular and theater, music generally in the region. A significant portion of the material 
is from The Island Players of St. Simon’s Island, Ga. and Armstrong State College’s 
theater group, the Masquers. Savannah’s symphony, community concert association, the 
Georgia Theater Conference and other local groups are represented as well. A few 
programs are from theater productions in Salisbury, England where Joan visited. In 2018 
C. Robert Jones reviewed Joan’s packets and wrote a short remembrance/history. The 
Collection, he writes, “not only chronicles what was going at the Little Theatre (from 
behind the scenes) for about 12 years but it also has a kind of emotional provenance—
one person’s contemporary view of the Savannah arts scene, 1968-1980.” (Jones’ notes, 
Folder 1a)   
 
Jones transferred the collection to the Special Collections of Lane Library 
(Georgia Southern University, Armstrong campus) in June 2018. The documents are 
arranged in original order by the date stamped on the envelopes Joan sent. Each year’s 
mailings are divided into at least two folders: Joan’s letters and the playbills, newsletters, 
and other materials she had collected. And a separate folder for each year holds 
newspaper clippings Joan selected, mostly from Savannah papers. 
 
Conditions Governing Access (4.1): None 
 
Language and Scripts of Material (4.5):  English 
 
Administrative/Biographical History (2.7):    
The Little Theatre of Savannah, Inc. (LT) was founded in 1950.  At that time 
Armstrong State College ended their community theater group to concentrate on student 
productions and re-named their group The Masquers.  By 1962 the Little Theatre 
purchased the old Savannah Golf Club House at 1714 E Gwinnett Street and converted 
the former dining room into an arena theater. Later that year they hired C. Robert Jones 
as the Theatre’s Director. Joan Finke served as production manager at the Little Theater 
from 1963, during Jones tenure, and he directed her in several plays. 
C. Robert Jones (known as Bob when he worked in Savannah) received his MFA 
in theater from University of Georgia shortly before directing the LT of Savannah in 
1962. At LT he produced 26 plays in four seasons and Jones’ popular children’s musical, 
The Clown, premiered in Savannah. After Savannah Jones first joined the Department of 
Theatre Arts at Gardner-Webb University in Boiling Springs, North Carolina, then the 
faculty of Mars Hill University in Mars Hill, North Carolina where he would become the 
founder of the BFA Degree in Musical Theatre and Chairman of the Department of 
Theatre Arts.  He was also a part of the group that founded the Southern Appalachian 
Repertory Theatre (SART), one of the Southeast’s outstanding professional theatre 
companies.  The bulk of his writing and composing has taken place in Mars Hill. (From 
Jones’ website, http://www.crobertjones.com) 
 After Jones left Savannah for Gardner-Webb in 1966, Joan regularly wrote him 
notes about what was happening at the LT, mutual friends and her activities, and sent 
newspaper clippings, playbills, newsletters gathers from theater and music organizations 
in Savannah. At this time the Little Theatre organization included a guild, behind-the-
scenes volunteers to support the theater and a drama school/children’s theater.  
Joan Quinton, of Salisbury, England and a graduate of Wilshire Women’s 
College, met her husband John H. Finke during his service in World War II. She join him 
in his native Savannah Ga. where they owned The Atlantic Supply Co. and reared two 
boys Richard and Robert. In addition to her work with the Little Theater, Joan served as 
organist at Trinity Lutheran Church and was on the board of Gentle Haven School for 
Retarded Children.  Her son Robert suffered with a mental disability caused by 
Phenylketonuria and was cared for by his parents.  
 Nineteen seventy nine was devastating year for the Little Theatre of Savannah: a 
fire destroyed the Gwinnett Street building, membership dropped and divisions within 
Little Theatre personnel rounded out the troubles. Joan’s participation with the theater 
dwindled and in 1979 her mother died and she made four trips to England that year. The 
last packet was sent in 1981.  
 Joan Finke passed away in Savannah in 2000. Her obituary and that of her 




Related Archival Materials (6.3):   Lee Alexander Collection of Savannah Little 
Theater Records, Poetry Society of Georgia Records, and American Association of 
University Women of Savannah Records, 1934-2007. At Georgia Historical Society. 
C. Robert Jones papers at University of South Carolina 
 
Access Points:  
Little Theatre of Savannah, Inc.  
Islands Players (St. Simon’s Island, Ga.) 
Masquers (Georgia Southern University—Armstrong Campus) 




Box and File listing: 
 
Box One 
1a. C. Robert Jones’ notes and Finke obituaries 
1b. 1968 Letters 
2. 1968 Newspaper clippings 
3. 1969 Letters, playbills, etc. 
4. 1969 Newspaper clippings 
5. 1970 Letters, playbills, etc. 
6. 1970 Newspaper clippings 
7. 1971 Letters, playbills, etc. 
8 1971 Newspaper clippings 
9. 1972 Little Theatre playbills, newsletters, etc. 
10. 1972 Joan’s letters, Miscellaneous 
11. 1972 ASC Masquers “The Shoemaker’s Holiday” 
12. 1972 Newspaper clippings 
13. 1973 Letters, playbills, etc. 
14. 1973 Newspaper clippings 
15. 1974 Letters & Little Theatre 
16. 1974 Island Players, Armstrong’s theater & Misc. 
17. 1974 Newspaper clippings 
18. 1975 Letters & Misc. 
19. 1975 Little Theatre playbills 
20. 1975 Little Theatre and Island Players 
21. 1975 Armstrong’s theater/Masquers  
22. 1975 Newspaper clippings 
23. 1976 Letters and Misc., including Armstrong 
24. 1976 Littler Theatre 
25. 1976 Island Players 
26. 1976 Newspaper clippings 
27. 1977 Letters, Little Theatre & Island Players 
28. 1977 Misc. including Armstrong 
Box Two 
29. 1977 Newspaper clippings 
30. 1978 Letters, Little Theatre and Misc. 
31. 1978 Newspaper clippings 
32. 1979 Letters, Little Theatre and Misc. 
33. 1979 Newspaper clippings including fire in Gwinnett building 
34. 1980 Little Theatre & Misc. including Island Players 
35. 1980 Newspaper clippings 
36. 1981 Letter, Little Theatre & Misc. 
37. 1981 Newspaper clippings 
 
 
 
 
